
LITURGICAL  MINISTRY   

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

  Saturday, August 17 - 5:30 p.m. 

   +   Dave & Charlie Ziliak 
  Thursday, August 22 

   +    Jack & Betty Purkiser 
   Saturday, August 24 - 5:30 p.m. 

   +    Ed & Alice Fuhs 

ST. BERNARD PARISH NEWS 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 This coming Tuesday is the feast of St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux.  Happy feast day to the Snake Run folks!  In light of that, 
and the fact that St. Bernard is one of my favorite saints and doctors 
of the Church, I once again wanted to share a little bit about his 
remarkable life and his impact on the Church around the world. 
 Bernard was born in Burgundy, France around the year 
1090 to reverent and faithful parents.  They were also quite 
wealthy, and among the upper aristocracy of the time.  Because of 
their means and their faith, Bernard was sent to a very good school 
at an early age to study under the clergy who ran the college.  He 
was recognized very quickly for his intelligence as well as his great 
capacity for prayer and a very mature spiritual life.  While there, he 
entered into deep study of the Scriptures as well as theology and 
excelled at both. 
 While studying there and enjoying great success and the 
possibility of a career as a professor, his mother died.  This 
cemented in him the resolve not to cling to earthly endeavors, and 
rather to seek heavenly ones with eternal reward.  At the age of 23 
he presented himself for admission to the new Cistercian order, a 
strict reform branch of the Benedictine monastic order.  The life of 
prayer, work, penance and fasting was intense.  In his joining, he 
showed the beginnings of the great charisma and respect and 
influence he would have throughout his life.  Not only did he leave 
the world and join the order, but all his brothers and many of his 
friends and associates joined with him, 30 in all.  After taking vows, 
he was asked by his abbot to take 12 monks and found a new abbey 
that would be known as Clairvaux (the clear valley).  It was here 
that ironically, he began a very public and influential ministry to the 
whole Church, founding several more monasteries, traveling about 
preaching, and acting as advisor to bishops, abbots, and popes as 
well as civic rulers.  Everywhere he would go, eventually mothers 
would hide their nearly grown sons from him because when they 
heard his preaching, they would leave the world and join the 
religious life!  He was immensely talented, and offered the position 
of bishop several times, but he always refused, also showing his 
great humility and reluctance to be drawn back into the world.  
Among his many accomplishments, he is known for many of his 
writings on Scripture, volumes of homilies on the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and many spiritual works, and was the greatest and best-
known figure of the high Middle Ages Church.  And while most 
saints famously excel in devotion to the Mother of God, he 
outstripped most all of them in his piety to Mary and encouraging 
others to be devoted to her.  In fact, it is largely because of his 
influence in this regard that so many of the most famous gothic 
cathedrals of the time and later were named after Our Lady.  As a 
personal note, one of his sermons on the Annunciation is probably 
one of the most inspiring and beautiful homilies I have ever read.  
Many may or may not realize that the Memorare prayer was 
written by him.  Not only did he have a great mind, but a great heart 
for love of God, Mary, and the good of the Church. 
 At the age of 63 years old, on August 20th, 1153, Bernard 
passed into his reward at Clairvaux, the monastery he first founded 
as a young man, worn out from his great labors.    Fr. Chris 
In Jesus through Mary, -Fr. Chris 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 

Rosary                                     Terri Ziliak                

Sacristan                             Melvin Ziliak               

Gifts          Carson and Brian Heichelbech 

Lector                              Allison Spindler                                             

Servers       Brooke Silva, Bailey Spindler         

Greeters              Audrey & Lori Spindler                               

Cantor                                      Leroy Seib                            
Money Counters         Holly Heichelbech  
                                                 Jenny Fuhs                                                             
Homebound EM                 Rena Schleter               
Traveling Chalice      Greg & Rose Obert                 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 24 

Rosary                             Diane Hasenour 

Sacristan                                     Nick Ivy  

Gifts                   Grace Ivy, Mavrix Obert 

Lector                                   Elizabeth Ivy  

Servers           Kaleb & Kohlman Sterczer 

Greeters                 Melvin & Terri Ziliak                              
Cantor  Emily McDaniel, Hannah Rodgers 

Money Counters     Chris & Camy Davis                                                                                                      
Homebound EM                 Dennis Titzer 
Traveling Chalice      Greg & Rose Obert                 
 

AUGUST 20TH IS THE FEAST DAY OF ST. BERNARD (Our Patron Saint) 
     Stop by St. Bernard and pray to him for our Parish on Tuesday if you have time!! 

 

Reminders for our Upcoming Social - September 8, 2024 
 

• Your envelope with reminders, raffle tickets, and the job 
assignment list are in the back of church.  We can’t thank everyone 
enough for all your help.  Please sell your raffle tickets and put 
in the collection or give to Sarah/Jess.  Also, contact Sarah 
Spindler (812-664-1373) to purchase your chance for the Sheep 
Splat to win $500! 

• Please sign up for a basket in the back of church.   
• The dressing committee is in need of newspaper to wrap up the 

dressing when finished.  If you can save some and give to Jenny/
Terri before the big day, it would be a great help.  

• Please save grocery/plastic bags and put them in the school hall. 
• There is a list of food items needing donated in the back of 

church.  Please sign up if you can. 

• Each family is asked to donate 2 cakes or 2 pies (preferably 
homemade). 

• Please help advertise the social!  Flyers are in the back of church.   
             Wednesday, September 4 at 6:00 pm is clean up evening for the social.   
    All help is appreciated.  

 

Church Elections  
New Altar Societyofficers are:  Ericka Obert - President, Andrea Blankenberger - Vice-President, 
Peyton Steckler - Secretary, Alicia Ziliak - At-Large Officer.  Many thanks to our outgoing officers 
(Jess, Sarah, Camy, and Susan) for a fun and productive year! 
 

Cemetery News 
Additional plots on the east side of the cemetery have been added and are available for 
purchase.  Please contact Nick Ivy (812-664-8693) if you would like to purchase a plot.  Plots 
for members of the parish are $750 each which includes the perpetual care fee.  Also, the cemetery 
board will be working in the near future to fix headstones that are displaced/damaged in the cemetery. 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.  
 

Rosary Garden Updated  
This past week, the Rosary Garden underwent some repairs. The retaining wall had to be replaced.  It 
turned out beautiful! Many thanks to Dolores Ziliak for making this possible.  
 

2025 Mass Intentions 
Masses may now be scheduled for 2025.  Please contact Terri at 812-677-0511 to schedule a Mass. 
 

MANY THANKS TO THE ALTAR SOCIETY FOR THE WONDERFUL  
PICNIC LAST WEEKEND!! 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

August 10 Collection                    $3,983.00         
 Needed for weekly budget            $1,820.96 

  
 YTD Collection                          $16,223.00 

 Needed to meet budget               $12,746.72 

 YTD Variance                              $3,476.28 
 

 Children’s Collection                                 $2.00 

  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Church Cleaning Teams for August 
Susan Smith, Deann Gress, Jenny Stephens, Juli Phillips, Julie Sterczer, Michelle Siekman 

Men’s Team 
Bernie Spindler’s Team 



Welcome to St. Bernard 
A Catholic Community Since 1877 

5342 E. State Road 168 
Fort Branch, IN 47648 

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. BERNARD   

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.    

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
MASS SCHEDULE - ST. JOHN 
(DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 7:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. 
Wednesday - 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday - 8:00 a.m. 
Friday - 9:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor: Fr. Chris Forler 

Deacons: Vince Bernardin, Richard Leibundguth, Lonny Davis 

Catechetical Leader: Rose Obert  

Office Managers: Lori Spindler (lspindler@evdio.org) 
                  Terri Ziliak (tziliak@evdio.org) 

Maintenance: Jeff Meny (812-385-6861) 

Parish Council President: Nick Ivy  

Altar Society President: Jessica Anderson  

School Hall Rental: Terri Ziliak/Lori Spindler  

Table & Chair Rental: Jeff & Tammy Meny  

Parish Website: stbernardsnakerun.org  

Parish Office:  812-615-0201 

Adoration: First Friday of each month 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Sacraments: 

Reconciliation: Before Thursday evening Mass starting at 5:15 p.m.  

Baptism: Must sign up for Baptismal Class. Call the parish office 
to make arrangements.  

Marriage: Call the parish office at least six months in advance.    

Sacrament of the Sick: Administered by appointment.  

 

 Saturday, August 17, 2024 ~ 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

PRAYER LIST 
Kenny & Marcia Reising, Jim Lubbers, Ralph Elpers, Crystal Williamson, Julia Market, Frankie Rynkiewich, Dana 
Seninger, Doris Hagedorn, Mike Folsom, Ronnie Martin, Mary Lou Michel, Johnsie Michel, Ed & Sue Miskovic, Mary 
Lou Wolf, Greg & Rose Obert, Jeff Williamson, Brenda Smith, Cindy Knotts, Ed Nurrenbern, Phyllis Schmitts, Bret 
Weber, Larry Pflug, Don Phillips, Rita Hasenour 

 Please call Terri to add or remove someone 677-0511. Let us know when someone can come off. 

Race for vocations 
Join people of all ages from all communities on 

October 5 to "Race for Vocations." Sign up to 

run or walk the YMCA half marathon or 5-miler, 

and wear your Race for Vocations shirt to 

promote and support vocations in our diocese. 

Sign up on our Form to get updates about our 

Thursday evening Mass and dinner, and about the 

post-race tailgate for family and friends at Sts. 

Mary & John after. This event is co-sponsored by 

St. Benedict Cathedral and the Vocations Office. 

Find us on Facebook for information. 

 

 
Counseling Services with Catholic 

Charities 

Catholic Charities offers individual, marriage 

and family counseling.   Services are provided 

in-person in Evansville and Jasper, as well as 

via tele-therapy.   All staff are state-licensed, 

and fees are based on a sliding scale.  To 

schedule an appointment or for more 

information, please call 812-423-5456 or 

visit www.ccevansville.org.  

Upcoming Youth Events  

Aug. 25 – Kickoff Mass and Fellowship  

Sept. 8 – Bingo w/ Elderly  

Sept. 8 – HS RockLife  
 

SMG Kickoff Youth Mass & Fellowship   

Kickoff the new school year on Sunday Aug. 25th with a youth Mass and fellowship after!  We’ll 
begin with 5:00pm Mass at St. James followed by ice cream and games afterward.  The whole family is invited.  Ends at 

7:00pm.  We need youth to do the parts of Mass (servers, music, readings, etc.) so please let Bryan know if you can 

help!    
 

Bingo with the Elderly – Transcendent Healthcare Owensville  

Sunday, Sept. 8th any youth grade 6-12 is invited to visit the elderly at Transcendent Healthcare of Owensville.  We’ll 

play bingo and just share in the love and joy of Christ with them!  We’ll meet at Sts. P&P at 3:00 and arrive back to Sts 

P&P around 5:45pm.  Please contact Bryan at least a day in advance if you’d like to go, and bring your waiver! 
 

HS RockLife Nights  

Beginning Sunday, September 8th, we’ll meet in the youth room at Sts Peter & Paul from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  This will con-

tinue throughout the school year (usually twice a month).  These nights focus on leading teens closer to Christ while 

meeting them where they’re at.  It helps youth get excited about their faith and more engaged!  Not only will you find 

food for the soul, you’ll also be served Sandy’s Pizza!!  Bring a friend and a waiver! 
 

Our parish invites you to join our church family!  All 
new parishioners can register by emailing 

lspindler@evdio.org or calling the parish office 


