
LITURGICAL  MINISTRY   

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

  Sunday, December 14 - 8:30 a.m.  

   +  Tony Sevier 
  Thursday, December 18 - 6:00 p.m. 

   +  Charlotte & Robert Wehmer family 
  Sunday, December 21 - 8:30 a.m. 

   +  Tom & Carol Vaal 

ST. BERNARD PARISH NEWS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 

Rosary                                   Lori Spindler 

Sacristan                               Dennis Titzer 

Gifts                             Alex & Eva Wilson 

Lector                                    Elizabeth Ivy 

Servers  Maverick Reising, Jack Anderson         

Greeter                      Jeff & Tammy Meny 

Cantor                              Emily McDaniel 

Money Counters                          Jen Kolb 

                                    Dennis Gress 

Traveling Chalice                  Susan Smith 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 

Rosary                                         Libby Ivy 

Sacristan                                       Nick Ivy 

Gifts  Kohlman Sterczer, Teddy O’Connor 

Lector                                     Deann Gress 

Servers   Teddy O’Connor, Harrison Obert  

Greeter                                             K of C 

Cantor                                    Sarah Resing 

Money Counters           Bob & Jenny Fuhs                                  

Traveling Chalice         Christie Woodruff 

TONIGHT IS THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM BY OUR RELIGIOUS ED STUDENTS IN THE 
CHURCH AT 4 PM. ALL STUDENTS ARE TO MEET IN THE CHURCH CHOIR 
LOFT AT 3:30 P.M.  A RECEPTION OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP WITH OUR 

PARISH FAMILY IN THE SCHOOL HALL WILL FOLLOW.  
Confessions 
THIS Wednesday December 17 is your chance to get ready for Christ for Christmas.  Confessions 
will start at 6:45 pm for the Parish.  Make this a great Christmas with a clean heart for Christ.   
 

Sunday, December 21  -  Caroling and pizza at 4 p.m. - please contact Lori at 812-664-2511 to RSVP. Meet at 
Marlene Obert’s house.  If you would like to receive a visit from the carolers, let us know! 
 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS 
Wednesday, December 24  -  Christmas Eve Mass at 10:00 pm 
Thursday, January 1  -  New Year’s Day Mass at 6:00 pm 
 

End of Year Donations 

All donations for tax substantiation must be turned in by January 1 and dated December 31.  Anything received 
after January 1 will be recorded as a 2026 donation.  
 

CMA Appeal - Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we have met our Catholic Ministries Appeal goal.  We 
appreciate everyone’s support! 
 

Christmas Poinsettia Remembrances 

Donations are due next Sunday. Any questions, please ask Dolores Ziliak.   

Church Cleaners for December – Jenny Fuhs, Brenda Smith, Terry Fuhs, Jan Schmitt, Andrea Blankenberger 
Men’s Team - Robert Fuhs’ Team 

 Stewardship of Treasure 

 December 7 Collection                 $6,805.00     
 Holy Day Collection (Dec. 8)         $133.00     
 

  Needed for weekly budget            $2,244.23      
  

 FYTD                                         $58,129.01     
 Needed to meet Budget              $51,617.29           
 FYTD Variance                            $6,511.72       
    

Thank you for your generosity! 
Give Your “First Fruits” Back to God  

To Parish…5-8% To Diocese…1%  

Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

In this season of Advent, we are told that we wait in joyful 
anticipation. For most of us, however, waiting is not something we 
think of as joyful! Whether it’s waiting in line, waiting for news, 
waiting for an answer to a prayer, or waiting for someone we love 
to arrive, waiting can stretch us. This season of holy waiting can 
make it hard to hold onto that joy and peace we sing about so 
often. 

But what if we took it upon ourselves to become messengers of 
good news—to proclaim the Gospel with one of the most precious 
gifts we have: our time and our presence? 

One thing the St. John’s youth group has taken to heart these last 
several years is visiting and caroling to our parish shut-ins and 
trying to share the joy that Christmas brings. This is a tradition St. 
Bernard’s has kept faithfully for many years, and it has been such 
a blessing for me to witness that we incorporated it into the 
Advent schedule at St. John’s too! The youth group makes up 
stockings, we sing for them, and we are often moved to tears— not 
only by the gratitude of those we visit, who are reminded that they 
are loved, remembered, and prayed for, but by the impact such a 
simple gesture has on us as well. Just offering a little of ourselves 
brings so much light to these faithful, long-term members of our 
parishes. 

One thing we always struggle with is not being able to visit 
everyone. So if you would like to go visit someone this Christmas 
season, please reach out to the staffs at the parishes—we can help 
connect you with someone who would be grateful for a visit. Or 
simply call a local nursing home and ask if there is anyone who 
doesn’t receive visitors. Take your families, especially your 
children, whose joy is such a gift, and spend a little time with 
them. 

This is living the Gospel loudly. It helps bring the true meaning of 
the season into focus. We are joyfully waiting for Our Lord—and 
if we experience this much joy simply by visiting one another, 
even complete strangers at times, imagine the joy that will be ours 
when Our Lord comes again for us! 

Thank you so much to those in both parishes who have given of 
their time to bring joy and a sense of belonging to those who might 
be sitting in quiet loneliness.  I pray that it is something that all of 
us can work to grow and cultivate more and more each year and 
show our love for the Lord in the love we show to our neighbor. 

In Christ the King who is to come, 

-Fr. Chris 

Rite of Acceptance/Welcome 
At Mass this morning, Maegan Hollis will participate in the step of becoming Catholic where she 
stands amidst the parish community and states that she wants to become a member of the Catholic 
Church. We continue to pray for her and are excited for the journey she continues on!  

Many Thanks to the Altar Society for the wonderful Christmas party last weekend.  The  
evening was very special with great food, fun and fellowship!   

A humble THANK YOU to the Altar Society and all of the wonderful people at St. 
Bernard Parish for the gift and all the well wishes ~ Deacon Lonny 
  

Many thanks for the gift and thoughtfulness ~ Deacon Vince 
 

Many thanks for the generous gift card for my hunting trips. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  I 
appreciate every one at St. Bernard.  Thank you for you kindness. ~ Father Chris 
 

Thank you. During the Christmas party this past week, I received a beautiful red chasuble that was given to me 
by you all. As you know I was just ordained 6 months ago and a red chasuble is of course a color that gets used 
quite often. Anytime we celebrate the feast day of a martyr, or certain other feast days we wear our red 
vestments. I am very excited to break this bad boy out, however given the Christmas season it will be a while 
until I get the chance. On Thursday, February 5th we will be celebrating St. Agatha and I will be there, and it 
will be my first time wearing it! After that will be Palm Sunday on March 29th. Inside the vestment, stitched  is 
some cloth that reads “St. Bernard's” ( thanks to John & Diane Hasenour) . This is there to remind me, for the 
rest of my life, that every time I wear it at mass I will remember and pray for you all. Thank you all so much, 
you all have been so good to me in my first 6 months as a priest. I pray we have many more together!     
~Father Aaron 



Welcome to St. Bernard 
A Catholic Community Since 1877 

5342 E. State Road 168 
Fort Branch, IN 47648 

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. BERNARD   

Sunday - 8:30 a.m.    

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. JOHN 
(DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 7:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
Monday - 12 noon 
Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. 
Wednesday - 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday - 8:00 a.m. 
Friday - 9:00 a.m. 
First Saturday - 8:00 am 

 

Pastor: Fr. Chris Forler 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Aaron Herrenbruck  

Deacons: Vince Bernardin, Lonny Davis 

Catechetical Leader: Rose Obert  

Office Managers: Lori Spindler (lspindler@evdio.org) 
                  Terri Ziliak (tziliak@evdio.org) 

Maintenance: Jeff Meny (812-385-6861) 

Parish Council President: Bob Fuhs  

Altar Society President: Tammy Meny  

School Hall Rental: Terri Ziliak/Lori Spindler  

Table & Chair Rental: Jeff & Tammy Meny  

Parish Website: stbernardsnakerun.org  

Parish Office:  812-615-0201 

Adoration: First Friday of each month 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

Sacraments: 

Reconciliation: Before Thursday evening Mass starting at 5:15 p.m.  

Baptism: Please call Nick Ivy to schedule baptismal class.  Call 
the parish office to schedule baptism. 

Marriage: Call the parish office at least six months in advance.    

Sacrament of the Sick: Administered by appointment.  

 Sunday, December 14 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

PRAYER LIST 
Kenny & Marcia Reising, Jim Lubbers, Ralph Elpers, Julia Market, Frankie Rynkiewich, Dana Seninger, 
Doris Hagedorn, Ed Miskovic, Mary Lou Wolf, Cindy Knotts, Ed Nurrenbern, Jeff Hoffman, Rick & 
Kathryn Hickrod, Diane Gress, Greg & Rose Obert, Drake & Maddie Turpin, Roger Georges, Lisa Wilson, 
Roger Spindler, Regina Falls, Marian Obert, Kathryn Fuhs             

Please call Terri to add or remove someone 677-0511. Let us know when someone can come off. 

Upcoming Youth Events  

Dec. 19 – HS Christmas Party & Caroling 

Jan. 4 – Boys Open Gym 

Jan. 4 – HS RockLife 

Jan. 22 – Indiana March for Life 

Feb. 28 – MS Holy Fire 

HS Christmas Party & Caroling 

Make “room” for Jesus in your heart this Advent season and have a ton of fun at the same time!  It’ll be on 

December 19th at Sts. Peter & Paul.  We’ll begin with check-ins between 5:00 and 5:30.  We’ll have Christmas 

caroling around town, games, prizes/presents, guest speaker, and much more!  Cost is $10.  Ends at midnight.  

Complete your waiver & $10 by Wed., December 17th.  We need adult chaperones for different 

shifts!  Please contact Bryan to volunteer or if you have questions at 664-7992 or bmacke@evdio.org.  

Indiana March for Life for Youth (grades 8-12) 

We are now reserving spots for the 1-day Evansville Diocese Pilgrimage for Life to Indianapolis.  Go online at 

www.evdio.org/march-for-life to see more info.  Registrations are due in parish office by Monday, January 5th.  

Please contact Bryan if you’re interested.  We’ll leave early morning of January 22nd (around 5:30am) and return 

that evening around 5:30pm, missing 1 day of school.  Cost is $40, which includes a sock hat, lunch, and 

transportation. 

MS Holy Fire event in Indianapolis  

At Holy Fire, middle school Catholics are invited and challenged to embrace their baptismal call and the 

powerful, relevant gospel of Jesus. Through talks by dynamic speakers, witness by peers, inspirational praise and 

worship, and rich experiences of the Sacraments, Holy Fire helps young people feel seen, welcomed, and invited 

into a life changing commitment to Christ.  It’s a 1-day event held in Indy on Sat. Feb. 28th. Cost will be around 

$75 per person (includes meals, t-shirt and transportation).  Financial assistance available upon request.  

Approximate departure and arrival home would be 6:30am-9:30pm.  Please contact Bryan at 664-7992 or 

bmacke@evdio.org if you are interested.  Deadline to sign-up (for this early-bird pricing) is Fri., Jan 2. 

Our parish invites you to join our 
church family!  All new parishioners 

can register by emailing 
lspindler@evdio.org or by calling the 

parish office. 

As you send your Christmas cards, please 
remember the priests and homebound of St. 

Bernard.   

Fr. Bernie Lutz - 24 Williams Ln, Newburgh, IN  
47630 

Fr. Chris Forler - 5301 Daylight Drive, 
Evansville, IN  47725 

Fr. Aaron Herrenbruck  -  5301 Daylight Drive, 
Evansville, IN  47725 

Kenny & Marcia Reising  -  6429 S 700 E, Ft. 
Branch, IN  47648 

Kathryn Fuhs  -  5635 E SR 
168, Ft. Branch, IN  47648 

Marian Obert  -  North 
River Rm. # 205  

Sympathy and Prayers to 
the family of Rod Kates 
who passed away on De-
cember 10 and will be bur-
ied at St. Bernard on De-
cember 16.  May he rest in peace. 

Father Aaron will celebrate a 
birthday on December 19.  We 
will celebrate his birthday along 
with Father Chris’s in January.   
 

mailto:bmacke@evdio.org
http://www.evdio.org/march-for-life
mailto:bmacke@evdio.org

