LITURGICAL MINISTRY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

Rosary Lori Spindler
Sacristan Nick Ivy
Gifts Kohlman Sterczer, Teddy O’Connor
Lector Deann Gress
Servers Teddy O’Connor, Harrison Obert

Greeter KofC
Cantor Sarah Resing
Money Counters Bob & Jenny Fuhs
Traveling Chalice Christie Woodruff
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28
Rosary Terri Ziliak
Sacristan John Hasenour
Gifts Miles & Marshall Obert
Lector Brenda Smith
Servers Isaac Ivy, Kohlman Sterczer
Greeter Jim & Jan Schmitt
Cantor Leroy Seib
Money Counters Stephanie Meny
Kirk Peterson
Traveling Chalice Christie Woodruff

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, December 21 - 8:30 a.m.
+ Tom & Carol Vaal
Wednesday, December 24 - 10:00 p.m.
+ Christmas Memorials
Sunday, December 28 - 8:30 a.m.
+ Floyd & Mildred Georges
Bill & Dolores Sevier

Stewardship of Treasure
December 14 Collection $1,530.00
Needed for weekly budget $2,244.23
FYTD $59,659.01
Needed to meet Budget $53,861.52
FYTD Variance $5,797.49

Thank you for your generosity!
Give Your “First Fruits” Back to God
To Parish...5-8% To Diocese...1%
To Charities...1-4%

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace to you this last Sunday of Advent! I pray that
you have been blessed and have had some fruitful spiritual and
matetial preparation during this season.

I cannot fathom how we are already at my 10th Christmas
with you at St. John and my third at St. Bernard! I most
certainly do not take it for granted. I am so blessed to be here
with you. In addition, I wanted to profoundly (if belatedly)
thank everyone for the birthday cards and Christmas greetings
that I have received. Your generosity and love humble me.

Amidst the bustle of activity, of preparation for celebrations
and meals and parties and gift shopping, I hope that all of you
have also taken (or will take) the opportunity to quietly ponder
the gift and mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God.
That this God would come bodily into the world to walk
among us in humility and poverty just to be with us speaks
volumes about Who God is. He is not some distant God who
winds up the clock and stands back to watch (though
sometimes in our brokenness we may be tempted to feel that
way), but rather seeks to always reach out to the lost and
forsaken. If the pains of this world are an indicator, we are
very much in need of a savior, that is, one who heals.
Morteover, this healer is not a dispassionate physician who sees
the patient as a number. He is a caring doctor of the body and
soul who knows our afflictions very well and wishes to heal
and cure them.

God in His infinite wisdom staged this rescue mission of the
Incarnation over a period of millennia. His patient hand
guided the People of God to the time of Christ’s birth, and has
continued to do so ever since. Even if we find ourselves
facing a challenge or obstacle this Christmas, or are just in the
midst of a time of doubt or anxiety, may we always recall just
how patient, persistent, and serious God is about being close
to us. Look on the image of the child Jesus in the manger and
know that He is Immanuel, God with us.

Peace and the greatest of Christmas Blessings,
-Fr. Chris

ST. BERNARD PARISH NEWS

Sunday, December 21 - Caroling and pizza tonight at 4 p.m. - please contact Lori at §12-664-2511 to
RSVP by noon. Meet at Marlene Obert’s house. If you would like to receive a visit from the carolers,
let us know!

MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass at 10:00 pm
Thursday, January 1 - New Year’s Day Mass at 6:00 pm
*Please see Liturgy schedule for Mass assignments.

End of Year Donations
All donations for tax substantiation must be turned in by January 1 and dated December 31. Anything
received after January 1 will be recorded as a 2026 donation.

Religion Class
We hope all religion students enjoy their Christmas break! Class will resume on January 7.

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who played a part in the beautiful Advent program and
party last weekend. It showed the real meaning of what Christmas is all about.
We appreciate everyone for giving of their time, treasure and talent!!

Sympathy & Prayers
Kathryn Fuhs, mother of Robert (Jenny) Fuhs and Karen E @WWM[)@Y
(Kurt) Jennings, passed away on December 15 and was
buried at St. Bernard on December 19. \QWDYOJ/’@Y
May she rest in peace.

WE WISH EVERYONE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Let’s remember the real reason for the season as we celebrate with famlly and frlends this week.
Thank you to everyone who helps make our parish what it is : *
throughout the year through your TIME, TALENT, &
TREASURES!!
Our parish is so blessed!!

In honor of the Christmas season, St. Bernard is offering the book
“What Christians Believe, Understanding the Nicene Creed”
- by Bishop Robert Barron. Please take the time to enjoy this book and [l ¢
grow in your Catholic Faith! One per family, please.




Upcoming Youth Events
Jan. 4 — Boys Open Gym

Jan. 4 — HS RockLife

Jan. 22 — Indiana March for Life

Sa

Feb. 28 — MS Holy Fire Ctpoic Youtn W
Indiana March for Life for Youth (grades 8-12)

We are now reserving spots for the |-day Evansville Diocese Pilgrimage for Life to
Indianapolis. Go online at www.evdio.org/march-for-life to see more info. Registrations are

due in parish office by Monday, January 5. Please contact Bryan if you're interested. We'll
leave early morning of January 22™ (around 5:30am) and return that evening around 5:30pm,
missing | day of school. Cost is $40, which includes a sock hat, lunch, and charter bus
transportation.

MS Holy Fire event in Indianapolis

At Holy Fire, middle school Catholics are invited and challenged to embrace their baptismal
call and the powerful, relevant gospel of Jesus. Through talks by dynamic speakers, witness by
peers, inspirational praise and worship, and rich experiences of the Sacraments, Holy Fire helps
young people feel seen, welcomed, and invited into a life changing commitment to Christ. It’s a
I-day event held in Indy on Sat. Feb. 28™. Cost will be around $75 per person (includes meals,
t-shirt and transportation). Financial assistance available upon request. Approximate
departure and arrival home would be 6:30am-9:30pm. Please contact Bryan at 664-7992 or
bmacke@evdio.org if you are interested. Deadline to sign-up (for this early-bird
pricing) is Monday, Jan. 9.

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. BERNARD
Sunday - 8:30 a.m.
Thursday - 6:00 p.m.

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. JOHN
(DAYLIGHT)

Saturday - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday - 7:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Monday - 12 noon

Tuesday - 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.

Thursday - 8:00 a.m.

Friday - 9:00 a.m.

First Saturday - 8:00 am

Welcome to St. Bernard

A Catholic Community Since 1877

5342 E. State Road 168
Fort Branch, IN 47648

Pastor: Fr. Chris Forler

Associate Pastor: Fr. Aaron Herrenbruck
Deacons: Vince Bernardin, Lonny Davis
Catechetical Leader: Rose Obert

Office Managers: Lori Spindler (Ispindler@evdio.org)
Terri Ziliak (tziliak@evdio.org)

Maintenance: Jeff Meny (812-385-6861)

Parish Council President: Bob Fuhs

Altar Society President: Tammy Meny

School Hall Rental: Terri Ziliak/Lori Spindler

Table & Chair Rental: Jeff & Tammy Meny

Parish Website: stbernardsnakerun.org

Parish Office: 812-615-0201

Adoration: First Friday of each month 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sacraments:

Reconciliation: Before Thursday evening Mass starting at 5:15 p.m.

Baptism: Please call Nick Ivy to schedule baptismal class. Call
the parish office to schedule baptism.

Marriage: Call the parish office at least six months in advance.
Sacrament of the Sick: Administered by appointment.

j ’f’ Our parish invites you to join our
'? + church family! All new parishioners

e e grc / 7, /( can register by emailing
il Sonof G ““':: (\ “_ . Ispindler@evdio.org or by calling the
a,. < parish office.
- Luke 1:32 ! ,,_ % ,,.
PRAYER LIST

Kenny & Marcia Reising, Jim Lubbers, Ralph Elpers, Julia Market, Frankie Rynkiewich, Dana Seninger,
Doris Hagedorn, Ed Miskovic, Mary Lou Wolf, Cindy Knotts, Ed Nurrenbern, Jeff Hoffman, Rick &
Kathryn Hickrod, Diane Gress, Greg & Rose Obert, Drake & Maddie Turpin, Roger Georges, Lisa Wilson,
Roger Spindler, Regina Falls, Marian Obert

Please call Terri to add or remove someone 677-0511. Let us know when someone can come off.

Sunday, December 21 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent


http://www.evdio.org/march-for-life
mailto:bmacke@evdio.org

