
LITURGICAL  MINISTRY   

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

  Sunday, December 28 - 8:30 a.m.  

   +  Floyd & Mildred Georges 

        Bill & Dolores Sevier 
  Thursday, January 1 - 6:00 p.m. 

   +  Fred  & Kathryn Fuhs 
  Sunday, January 4 - 8:30 a.m. 

   +  St. Bernard & St. John Parishes 

ST. BERNARD PARISH NEWS 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 

Rosary                                      Terri Ziliak                               

Sacristan                             John Hasenour                         

Gifts                      Miles & Marshall Obert 

Lector                                    Brenda Smith                            

Servers           Isaac Ivy, Kohlman Sterczer 

Greeter                          Jim & Jan Schmitt                                             

Cantor                                       Leroy Seib                

Money Counters              Stephanie Meny 

                                               Kirk Peterson 

Traveling Chalice         Christie Woodruff 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 

Rosary                               Diane Hasenour 

Sacristan                    George Ankenbrand                         

Gifts        Roxy Rohrbach, Bailey Spindler 

Lector                                       Kim Elpers  

Servers               Lucas Ivy, Kaleb Sterczer 

Greeter           Judy Page, Mary McKinney  

Cantor                              Emily McDaniel 

Money Counter Matt Obert, Dennis Gress                                              

Traveling Chalice    Dan & Jess Anderson 

 

This Friday, January 2 is First Friday Adoration at St. Bernard from 8 am to 3 pm.  Please keep 

your commitment.  In this New Year, why not make it a resolution to come spend a little time 

with the Lord! 

New Year’s Mass is Thursday, January 1 at 6 pm.  This is Holy Day of Obligation. 
Please note there is no NYE Mass at St. Bernard. 

 

End of Year Donations 

All donations for tax substantiation must be turned in by January 1 and dated December 31.  Anything 
received after January 1 will be recorded as a 2026 donation.  
 

Parish Council Meeting 

The next meeting is Thursday, January 8 after the 6 pm Mass in the Rectory. 
 

Thank You 
-Many thanks to all those who went Caroling this past weekend.  Your voices and presence was a 
blessing to many! 
-Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the church for the Christmas season. It looks beautiful!!   
-Thanks to all our musicians who helped make the Christmas Eve Mass so special! 
-I hope everyone is having a WONDERFUL Christmas and New Years. It has been incredible to 
celebrate my first priestly Christmas with you all. I wanted to send out a big thank you for all of you 
for your love and support of me. I received so many cards and gifts for my birthday and Christmas and 
it is quite humbling to know how much I mean to you all. You all will forever hold a special place in 
my heart as my first parish. Know of my prayers for you throughout Christmas and the New Year! ~ 
Father Aaron 
 
Coming...February 1 to St. Bernard 
“Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist.  The young Adults of St. 
Beranrd will be starting a 6 week program with Father Aaron on 
Sunday evenings.  Details and sign up sheets will be ready next 
weekend.  Please pray about joining this program and learning more 
about your faith.   

 Stewardship of Treasure 

 December 21 Collection               $9,271.00     
 December 24 Collection                  $319.00 
 

  Needed for weekly budget            $2,244.23      
  

 FYTD                                         $69,249.01 

 Needed to meet Budget              $56,105.75           
 FYTD Variance                          $13,143.26 
    

Thank you for your generosity! 
Give Your “First Fruits” Back to God  

To Parish…5-8% To Diocese…1%  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

This week we bring the Octave of Christmas to a close, and 
also the calendar year.  This is also when we celebrate the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. 
This has been a controversial title from early centuries of 
Christianity, but before that, in the earliest years of 
Christianity, it was not controversial in the least.  The early 
Church knew Christ was God, and that He was the son of 
Mary, so the logic simply followed. 
 

Then in the early 5th century, the archbishop of 
Constantinople, Nestorius, began to take issue with the title, 
claiming that it implied that Mary was higher than Jesus 
because she was His Mother.  He expressed that it was more 
proper to refer to her only as the Mother of Christ, since he 
put forth that she was only the mother of His human nature, 
not His whole personhood. 
 

However, this was found to be a heresy according to the 
Council of Ephesus in 431 AD.  To say that Mary only gave 
birth to a human nature makes no sense.  Mothers give birth 
to a person, not a nature.  In order for it to make sense, then 
we have to say that Jesus was two persons.  Instead, we 
believe that Jesus is a divine person with two natures, divine 
and human.  Therefore, the natures (that is the attributes that 
make Him human as well as those that make Him divine) are 
united in one person of the Son of God.  Therefore, in order 
to hold proper belief in Christ Jesus, we must hold that the 
title Mary, Mother of God is correct and proper to say as 
well.  As you can see, what we believe about Mary is not 
just some over pious regard for Mary or some unnecessary 
detail, but really goes to the heart of what we believe about 
Our Lord.  Therefore, if anyone ever questions us about our 
regard for Mary or our celebrating her divine motherhood, 
now we know that in order to have proper belief in Christ, 
we must also have proper belief in His mother! 
 
I also pray that this new calendar year brings you much joy 
and blessing.  May the prayers and intercession of Mary 
bring you protection from dangers, comfort in sorrow, and 
even greater devotion to her Son.  Happy New Year!  Joyous 
feast of the Mother of God! 
 
 Peace and Christmas Blessings, 
 
-Fr. Chris 

The Kathryn Fuhs Family would like to extend a 
heartfelt Thank You to her St. Bernard Family for all 
their prayers and support the past few weeks.  Thank 

you to those that made the Mass special.  It was 
beautiful and she would’ve loved it!  Thank You to the 

St. Ann’s Altar Society for a wonderful meal.  We 
received many compliments on the food.  She was so 
blessed to be a part of this Parish.  Thank you again!   



Welcome to St. Bernard 
A Catholic Community Since 1877 

5342 E. State Road 168 
Fort Branch, IN 47648 

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. BERNARD   

Sunday - 8:30 a.m.    

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. JOHN 
(DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 7:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
Monday - 12 noon 
Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. 
Wednesday - 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday - 8:00 a.m. 
Friday - 9:00 a.m. 
First Saturday - 8:00 am 

 

Pastor: Fr. Chris Forler 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Aaron Herrenbruck  

Deacons: Vince Bernardin, Lonny Davis 

Catechetical Leader: Rose Obert  

Office Managers: Lori Spindler (lspindler@evdio.org) 
                  Terri Ziliak (tziliak@evdio.org) 

Maintenance: Jeff Meny (812-385-6861) 

Parish Council President: Bob Fuhs  

Altar Society President: Tammy Meny  

School Hall Rental: Terri Ziliak/Lori Spindler  

Table & Chair Rental: Jeff & Tammy Meny  

Parish Website: stbernardsnakerun.org  

Parish Office:  812-615-0201 

Adoration: First Friday of each month 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

Sacraments: 

Reconciliation: Before Thursday evening Mass starting at 5:15 p.m.  

Baptism: Please call Nick Ivy to schedule baptismal class.  Call 
the parish office to schedule baptism. 

Marriage: Call the parish office at least six months in advance.    

Sacrament of the Sick: Administered by appointment.  

 Sunday, December 28 ~ Feast of the Holy Family 

PRAYER LIST 
Kenny & Marcia Reising, Jim Lubbers, Ralph Elpers, Julia Market, Frankie Rynkiewich, Dana Seninger, 
Doris Hagedorn, Ed Miskovic, Mary Lou Wolf, Cindy Knotts, Ed Nurrenbern, Jeff Hoffman, Rick & 
Kathryn Hickrod, Diane Gress, Greg & Rose Obert, Drake & Maddie Turpin, Roger Georges, Lisa Wilson, 
Roger Spindler, Regina Falls, Marian Obert 

Please call Terri to add or remove someone 677-0511. Let us know when someone can come off. 

Upcoming Youth Events  

Jan. 4 – Boys Open Gym 

Jan. 4 – HS RockLife 

Jan. 18 – Bingo at Transcendent Healthcare 

Jan. 18 – HS Girl Time  

Jan. 22 – Indiana March for Life 

Feb. 28 – MS Holy Fire 

Indiana March for Life for Youth (grades 8-12) 

We are now reserving spots for the 1-day Evansville Diocese Pilgrimage for Life to Indianapolis.  Go online at 

www.evdio.org/march-for-life to see more info.  Registrations are due in parish office by Monday, January 5th.  

Please contact Bryan if you’re interested.  We’ll leave early morning of January 22nd (around 5:30am) and return 

that evening around 5:30pm, missing 1 day of school.  Cost is $40, which includes a sock hat, lunch, and 

charter bus transportation. 

MS Holy Fire event in Indianapolis  

At Holy Fire, middle school Catholics are invited and challenged to embrace their baptismal call and the 

powerful, relevant gospel of Jesus. Through talks by dynamic speakers, witness by peers, inspirational praise and 

worship, and rich experiences of the Sacraments, Holy Fire helps young people feel seen, welcomed, and invited 

into a life changing commitment to Christ.  It’s a 1-day event held in Indy on Sat. Feb. 28th. Cost will be around 

$75 per person (includes meals, t-shirt and transportation).  Financial assistance available upon request.  

Approximate departure and arrival home would be 6:30am-9:30pm.  Please contact Bryan at 664-7992 or 

bmacke@evdio.org if you are interested.  Deadline to sign-up (for this early-bird pricing) is Jan. 9th.      

Our parish invites you to join our 
church family!  All new parishioners 

can register by emailing 
lspindler@evdio.org or by calling the 

parish office. 

Something new at St. Bernard!   
Each week we will highlight a fact on the 

Catholic Church and its teachings. 
 

The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) has approved the 
consecration of the nation to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for the 250th anniversary of 
the United States in 2026.  
 

This devotion invites you to experience 
the unfailing, sacrificial love of Jesus. The 
Sacred Heart longs to be known, trusted, 
and loved in return. By embracing this 
devotion, Catholics worldwide find hope, 
healing, and a deeper intimacy with Christ.  
 

We are blessed with a beautiful statue of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the grotto in 
the back of church.  

http://www.evdio.org/march-for-life
mailto:bmacke@evdio.org

