LITURGICAL MINISTRY

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25

Rosary Lori Spindler
Sacristan John Spindler
Gifts Oliver & Ruby O’Connor
Lector Payton Steckler

Servers Jack Anderson, Teddy O’Connor
Greeter John & Diane Hasenour
Cantor Sarah & Maci Spindler
Money Counter Chris & Camy Davis
Traveling Chalice Lori & Bernie Spindler
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1

Rosary Libby Ivy
Sacristan Nick Ivy
Gifts Roxy Rohrbach, Bailey Spindler

Lector Alechia Memmer
Servers Lucas Ivy, Harrison Obert
Greeter Bob & Rena Schleter
Cantor Leroy Seib
Money Counter Stephanie Meny

Volunteer

Traveling Chalice Melvin & Terri Ziliak

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, January 25 - 8:30 a.m.
+ Roger Holzmeyer

Thursday, January 29 - 6:00 p.m.
+ Donna Weber

Sunday, February 1 - 8:30 a.m.

+ St. Bernard & St. John Parishes

Stewardship of Treasure

January 18 Collection $4,049.00
Needed for weekly budget $2,244.23
FYTD $81,938.01
Needed to meet Budget $65,082.67
FYTD Variance $16,855.34

Thank you for your generosity!
Give Your “First Fruits” Back to God
To Parish...5-8% To Diocese...1%

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A few days ago, the Catholic Patriarch (archbishop) of Jerusalem
along with several other Orthodox patriarchs of Jerusalem issued
a joint statement condemning something called Christian Zionism.
What exactly is this?

Trying to define something somewhat complex in
simplistic terms is difficult, and so is this. However, in sum, it’s
the belief that somehow the modern state of Israel is the same as
the Hebrew people of the Bible, and that those same people are
still considered ‘the chosen people of God’. There are many
Christians, mostly protestant, but even some Catholics, that
believe this to be the case, and therefore consider that their faith
requires them to support not just the Jewish people, but the
current nation of Israel in particular.

[ don’t want to turn this into something politically
polarizing, but speaking out of purely Christian and Biblical
principles, this idea is simply false. When Jesus established the
New Covenant in His Blood, he clarified what it means to be
among the ‘chosen people’. In short, those who are chosen are the
ones who have the proper covenant relationship with the true
God. That can only be realized through Jesus Christ, and this is not
dependent on what ethnicity or genetic heritage we come from.
As St. Paul said in no uncertain terms, “In Christ there is no Jew or
Greek, slave or free person. All are one in Christ Jesus”. Anyone
who has this proper relationship with Jesus in word, Sacrament,
and deed, are part of the True Israel, and therefore the chosen
people of God.

I heard a Jewish convert to Catholicism say recently that
even in the Old Testament, it was not only people who were direct
descendants of Jacob (the grandson of Abraham), but people of
other nations who entered into the covenant relationship with the
True God who were the chosen people. So it was not their
bloodline, but the covenant that made the difference! He also said
that it it not completely accurate to refer to the Church as the New
Israel. Rather he says that the proper term for the Church is that
itis the True Israel!

Do not misunderstand me, [ am not for a moment saying
that modern Jews should not be afforded dignity and respect like
anyone else, but what I am saying is that there is no other
covenant or way in which the Jews are saved independent of
Christ. All need Christ Jesus for salvation including those of
Hebrew lineage. Also, and this has important implications for
politics also, Christians are not committing sin because they may
not support the political aspirations and actions of the modern
state of Israel. They are not making themselves God’s enemies by
disapproving of policies and actions undertaken by the secular
state of Israel.

It is in Christ that we are chosen, and it is through Christ
that we are saved. Nothing more, nothing less. No other
‘covenant’ suffices.

In Christ the Anointed One—Fr. Chris

ST. BERNARD PARISH NEWS

Upcoming Meetings
The next Parish Council Meeting is Thursday, Feb. 12 after 6 pm Mass.
The next Altar Society Meeting is Feb. 25 at 6 pm in the rectory.

Parish Council Minutes are in tray in the back of church.

St. Bernard Young Adult Study/ Discussion with Father Aaron (last day to sign up)....starts next
Sunday February 1 at 6 pm with a meal, short video and discussion with Father. =
The first topic is “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist.” Each week GfOWl ng
will have a new topic. This will be every other Sunday evening through Lent.
Food will be provided. If any questions, please contact Brandt or Jennifer Kolb i
812-677-2130. Sign up in the back of church. Fa |th
WELCOME WEEKEND
If you are looking for a deeper connection to our faith you may want to consider praying about
attending the Welcome Retreats in February. The women's retreat is February 21st and 22nd and the
Men's retreat is February 28th and March 1st. Please see Nick Ivy with more information. If you are
interested in helping with food donations, see the back of the bulletin or call Sts. Peter and Paul parish
office.

Thank you to the Altar Society for hosting a wonderful party to celebrate our priests’

birthdays. The food was delicious and the trivia game was a blast learning more about our
priests!

Deacon Richard recently had surgery. Cards may be sent to 10399 Tecumseh Dr., Newburgh, IN
47630

Candlemas & Blessing of Throats
Next Sunday, February 1, we will celebrate two aspects of our catholic faith at Mass.

First, in honor of St. Blaise, who was the Bishop in Armenia (modern Turkey)
around 1,700 years ago, we will have the Blessings of throats. St. Blaise’s feast
day is February 3. There are many versions of his life but he is best known

for healing the sick. He also saved a boy with a fishbone stuck in his throat. That is why we have the
Blessings of throats on his Feast day. Father Chris will bless throats after Mass.

DID YOU %
KNOW? &

Next, we celebrate Candlemas on February 2. The followers of Jesus celebrate his Presentation at
the Temple and the Virgin Mary being purified, with many of the faithful bringing candles to their
churches to be blessed. Thereafter (in Poland, for example, where they’re lit and placed in windows
to ward off storms), the candles represent Jesus and the day of his induction into Judaism, and they
go toward explaining the name of the holy day, Candlemas.

Please bring any candles you want blessed to Mass on February 1.

Church Cleaners for January
Rena Schleter, Cindy Titzer, Ericka Obert, Kelly Obert, Christie Woodruff
Men's Team - Chris Fuhs




Feb. |5 — Bingo at Transcendent Healthcare

Upcoming Youth Events
Feb. 15 — HS Girl Time

Jan. 30 — HS Palentines !
Feb. 8 — Boys Open Gym Feb. 5 — Winter Jam

Feb. 8 — HS RockLife Feb. 28 — MS Holy Fire
Feb. 14-16 — TEC (Teens Encounter Summer 2027 — World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea s

&
Cothatie youth ™

MS Holy Fire in Indianapolis

There could still be time to register, please contact Bryan at 664-7992 or bmacke@evdio.org if interested!

At Holy Fire, middle school Catholics are invited and challenged to embrace their baptismal call and the powerful, relevant
gospel of Jesus. Through talks by dynamic speakers, witness by peers, inspirational praise and worship, and rich experiences
of the Sacraments, Holy Fire helps young people feel seen, welcomed, and invited into a life changing commitment to Christ.
It's a |-day event held in Indy on Sat. Feb. 28". Cost is $80 per person (includes meals, t-shirt and transportation). Financial
assistance available upon request. Approximate departure and arrival home would be 5:30am-7:30pm.

HS “Pal”’ entines Night

Whether you have a true love or just a close “pal”/friend this Valentine Night event is for you! Beginning at 5:30 on Friday,
Jan. 30" in the youth room at Sts P&P, we'll learn more about true love and the different types of love that all point back to
our Heavenly Father (for “God is love” | John 4:8). We'll have fresh games, pizza, guest speaker, and the “Newlywed”
game show where we get to showcase some of our parishes adult couples (some not-so-newlywed). Ends around 9:30.
Cost is $10. Please submit waivers by Wed. Jan. 28",

Winter Jam 2026 @ Ford Center in Evansville

Winter Jam is a spectacular Christian Music Tour you won’t want to miss!! Artists include Chris Tomlin, Matthew West,
Katy Nichole, Emerson Day and many others. It's on Thursday, Feb. 5*. Open to High & Middle school youth. We will
meet at Sts. P&P at 4:00 pm and take the mini-bus to the concert. We’'ll get some fast food so bring a few extra bucks! We
will return around 11:30 pm. Costis $15. Please submit waiver and $15 by Wednesday, Feb. 4 if you plan on attending.
TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) is a three-day experience for young people who are searching for goals, acceptance,
meaning, and for community. Adults are also welcome and encouraged to attend as they increase our witness to our faith
while experiencing their own encounter with Christ. Candidates can expect to meet others from all areas of the Diocese,
find how God fits in your life, and encounter the Risen Jesus Christ. You will have time to reflect on your life, ideas, hopes,
and dreams away from home, school, and/or work. You can find an application and more information at http://
www.switec.org/ You must be a junior in HS to attend. The next weekend is Feb. 14-16, 2026, at St. Mary’s Church in
Ireland. Feel free to send in applications for any of the weekends, but please know that they may fill quickly, so send in your
application soon.

HS Summer Conferences — One Bread One Cup, Notre Dame Vision, MDI @ Marian

1) St. Meinrad’s One Bread, One Cup focuses more on developing the youth’s gifts to serve in the liturgy at Mass like being
a Eucharistic minister, cantor, lector, etc. It helps the youth know that they ARE part of the Church and gives them
ownership and purpose in the Body of Christ!

2) Notre Dame Vision is a leadership conference that helps develop the faith and gifts of high school youth to imitate the
lives of Jesus Christ and the Saints in our current culture.

3) Marian’s Missionary Disciples Institute at Marian Univ. (MDI) is a smaller, more immersive experience that prepares high
school students to be young missionaries who serve their communities and impact the world through the local church.
**We plan to keep the cost of all 3 conferences at $100 for each youth (we have scholarship money, donations, and
fundraising options to help subsidize). Please contact Bryan if interested or for information at 664-7992 or
bmack@evdio.org.

World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea 2027

Planning has begun for our Evansville Diocesan pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Seoul, South Korea from the end of July
through early August, 2027! World Youth Day is an opportunity to encounter the worldwide Church, celebrate our
Catholic Faith, and encounter the Pope! This experience is breathtaking, inspiring, and challenges you to go even deeper
with Christ. This trip is geared toward young people ages 16-35 in the year 2027. Those 16-18 and still in high school at
that time will need a legal guardian to attend with them. To learn more about this amazing opportunity check out the
webpage at https://www.evdio.org/world-youth-day.html

Welcome to St. Bernard

A Catholic Community Since 1877
5342 E. State Road 168
Fort Branch, IN 47648

Pastor: Fr. Chris Forler

Associate Pastor: Fr. Aaron Herrenbruck

Deacons: Vince Bernardin, Lonny Davis

Catechetical Leader: Rose Obert

Office Managers: Lori Spindler (Ispindler@evdio.org)
Terri Ziliak (tziliak@evdio.org)

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. BERNARD  Maintenance: Jeff Meny (812-385-6861)

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Parish Council President: Bob Fuhs

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. Altar Society President: Tammy Meny

School Hall Rental: Terri Ziliak/Lori Spindler

Table & Chair Rental: Jeff & Tammy Meny

Parish Website: stbernardsnakerun.org

Parish Office: 812-615-0201

Adoration: First Friday of each month 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sacraments:

Reconciliation: Before Thursday evening Mass starting at 5:15 p.m.

Baptism: Please call Nick Ivy to schedule baptismal class. Call
the parish office to schedule baptism.

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. JOHN
(DAYLIGHT)

Saturday - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday - 7:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Monday - 12 noon

Tuesday - 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.

Thursday - 8:00 a.m.

Friday - 9:00 a.m.

First Saturday - 8:00 am

Marriage: Call the parish office at least six months in advance.
Sacrament of the Sick: Administered by appointment.

.(( 5 “ j f t Our parish invites you to join our

church family! All new parishioners

The Feast of

ST.JOHN BOSCO

e Yo o _ can register by emailing
' b oy Ispindler@evdio.org or by calling the
ke ‘g.aet F L gl | parish office.
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PRAYER LIST

Kenny & Marcia Reising, Jim Lubbers, Ralph Elpers, Julia Market, Frankie Rynkiewich, Dana Seninger,
Doris Hagedorn, Ed Miskovic, Mary Lou Wolf, Cindy Knotts, Ed Nurrenbern, Jeff Hoffman, Rick &
Kathryn Hickrod, Diane Gress, Greg & Rose Obert, Drake & Maddie Turpin, Roger Georges, Lisa Wilson,
Roger Spindler, Regina Falls, Winfrid & Marian Obert

Please call Terri to add or remove someone 677-0511. Let us know when someone can come off.

Sunday, January 25 ~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Times
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