LITURGICAL MINISTRY

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4

Rosary Diane Hasenour
Sacristan George Ankenbrand
Gifts Roxy Rohrbach, Bailey Spindler
Lector Kim Elpers
Servers Lucas Ivy, Kaleb Sterczer
Greeter Judy Page, Mary McKinney
Cantor Emily McDaniel

Money Counter Matt Obert, Dennis Gress
Traveling Chalice Dan & Jess Anderson

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

Rosary Dennis Titzer
Sacristan Robert Fuhs

Gifts Owen & Grayson Meny

Lector Brandt Kolb

Servers Molly Schnarr, Audrey Spindler
Greeter Nick & Libby Ivy
Cantor Sarah Reising
Money Counter Bob & Jenny Fuhs

Traveling Chalice Dan & Jess Anderson

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, January 4 - 8:30 a.m.
+ St. Bernard & St. John Parishes
Thursday, January 8 - 6:00 p.m.
+ Gerald & Mary Allen
Sunday, January 11 - 8:30 a.m.
+ Mary Ann & Brian Riley

Stewardship of Treasure
December 28 Collection $2,183.00
Needed for weekly budget $2,244.23
FYTD $71,432.01
Needed to meet Budget $58,349.98
FYTD Variance $13,082.03

Thank you for your generosity!
Give Your “First Fruits” Back to God
To Parish...5-8% To Diocese...1%
To Charities...1-4%

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Here we are at the beginning of a new year! | once again wish
you all a very happy one full of blessings and grace. Goodness
knows that we have had our share of challenges last year, and |
am sure that this year will bring us different ones. However, as
St. Paul assures us, Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. Whatever comes, His grace will also be there in the
midst of it all!

| wanted to once again invite all of us to ponder (if we
have not already done so) the spiritual possibilities that we could
undertake to make this year an even more grace-filled time.
Christ offers us limitless riches in the ways of the Spirit. We
should take every advantage that we have as Catholic Christians.
I mentioned last weekend in my homily that the Epiphany story
from Matthew speaks of three individuals or groups of people:
Herod, the religious experts (chief priests and the scribes), and
the Magi. Herod was only concerned with power and worldly
things, and had neither the heart for nor the knowledge of the
Lord. The chief priests and the scribes had all the head
knowledge that the Lord had revealed to them through the Law
and the Prophets, but did not have even enough love in their
hearts to go five miles to look for the Lord. It was only the Magi
who had the heart to seek the knowledge of how to find Him,
and went to the effort to actually seek Him out. Only they
actually found Him, and when they did, worshiped Him.

| wish to once again exhort us all to be like them!
Though they had far more disadvantages than we do in terms of
revelation, they sought Him with all their hearts, put in the effort
and considerable time, and were thusly rewarded. We can do
the same if we seek Him by seeking to know Him and His truth
better, and come to him in prayer and adoration. Quite simply, if
we are not seeking to learn more about our Faith every day, as
well as seeking to develop our relationship with Him in prayer
and contemplation, we run the risk of falling into the company of
Herod and those scribes all those years ago. We will not find
Him who is the fulfillment of all our heart’s desire.

Take advantage of the many catechetical resources and
tools available through our parish formed.org subscription. Learn
more about what we have been given through the wondrous and
deep Faith of ours. Especially, take time to foster your own
prayer and devotional life. Take the time to sign up for, and be
faithful to, an hour of adoration in our St. Clare Chapel. There is
no more privileged way to encounter Jesus than in the Holy
Eucharist. Though it might not be fireworks and a parting of
clouds and a booming voice, | can promise that it will move you in
profound ways, seen and unseen, if you simply seek Him out.

In Christ the Truth
Fr. Chris

ST. BERNARD PARISH NEWS

Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting is Thursday, January 8 after the 6 pm Mass in the Rectory.

Sunday evening through Lent. Food will be provided. If you are in need of

babysitting or any questions, please contact Brandt or Jennifer Kolb 812-
677-2130. Sign up in the back of church or can message Jen directly. Please pray about joining this
program and learning more about your faith while getting to know Father and your fellow parishioners.

Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord
This weekend we celebrate the Epiphany and with it comes a special blessing to do at your home. It is
a tradition of using chalk to write above the home’s entrance
asking for God’s blessing on the home and those who dwell in [Rad LU 4 HOUSE BLESSING
or visit the home. As the family gathers in prayer, it is an .

invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in our lives and our
home. There are papers and blessed chalk at the entrance of
Church. We ask that each family only take one piece of chalk.
Father will talk about this at Mass so that you may bless your
home this New Year.

St. Bernard Young Adult Study/ Discussion with Father
Aaron....starting February 1.

First class is Sunday Feb 1st starting at 6 pm with a meal, short video and
discussion with Father. The first topic is “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of
the Eucharist.” Each week will have a new topic. This will be every other

20+C+M+B+25

Poinsettias
We will be taking down the Christmas decorations this week. If anyone would like a poinsettia, please
take it after Mass or there will be a few in the boys sacristy this week.

Whole Christian Life by Dr. Schroeder will have a new flyer every month in 2026. Each month we
will have copies for pick up in the back of church. For more information on books, articles and
podcasts from him please visit his website James-Schroeder.com

*Sympathy and Pravers to Bob Weber on the loss of his brother, Kenneth Weber, who was born and
raised in Snake Run. May he rest in peace.

Check out the new section in our bulletin on the back page, Did You Know?
Check out flyers in the back of church on Whole Christian Life.

Sunday, January 18 - Father Chris and Father Aaron’s birthday
celebrations at 4 pm in the School Hall with soup and sandwiches. Sign "' ()
up in back of church.

Church Cleaners for January
Rena Schleter, Cindy Titzer, Ericka Obert, Kelly Obert, Christie Woodruff
Men's Team - Chris Fuhs




Upcoming Youth Events

Jan. 4 — Boys Open Gym

Jan. 4 — HS RockLife

Jan. 18 — Bingo at Transcendent Healthcare
Jan. 18 — HS Girl Time P
Jan. 22 — Indiana March for Life

Feb. 28 — MS Holy Fire

Indiana March for Life for Youth (grades 8-12)

We are now reserving spots for the |-day Evansville Diocese Pilgrimage for Life to Indianapolis. Go online at
www.evdio.org/march-for-life to see more info. Registrations are due in parish office by Monday, January 5.
Please contact Bryan if you're interested. We’ll leave early morning of January 22" (around 5:30am) and return
that evening around 5:30pm, missing | day of school. Cost is $40, which includes a sock hat, lunch, and
charter bus transportation.

MS Holy Fire event in Indianapolis

At Holy Fire, middle school Catholics are invited and challenged to embrace their baptismal call and the
powerful, relevant gospel of Jesus. Through talks by dynamic speakers, witness by peers, inspirational praise and
worship, and rich experiences of the Sacraments, Holy Fire helps young people feel seen, welcomed, and invited
into a life changing commitment to Christ. It’s a |-day event held in Indy on Sat. Feb. 28™. Cost will be around
$75 per person (includes meals, t-shirt and transportation). Financial assistance available upon request.
Approximate departure and arrival home would be 6:30am-9:30pm. Please contact Bryan at 664-7992 or
bmacke@evdio.org if you are interested. Deadline to sign-up (for this early-bird pricing) is Jan. 9.

Women’s Weekend

FEBRUARY 21-22

Women’s Contact

Paige Harpenau
812-499-8456

Men’s Weekend

FEB. 28-MARCH 1

Men'‘s Contact )

Nick lvy
812-664-8693

WELCOME WEEKEND‘

Welcome is a fzrztttafwveeﬁerldtfat

will renew your/faztf h and put afzrc

in your h heart that mzqﬁt have been
missingl

Sign up for the weekend or food:

http://welcomespp.wixsite.com/welcomeweekend
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Something new at St. Bernard!
Each week we will highlight a fact on the
Catholic Church and its teachings.

Catholic relics are physical objects associated
with saints or Jesus Christ, venerated for their
spiritual significance and believed to serve as
tangible connections to the divine. There are first
(physical remains of the saint), second (owned or
used by the saint), and third-class (items touched
to a first or second class) relics. We have a relic
at our parish that sits on the altar that is of our
patron, St. Bernard. Most Catholic altars have a
relic inside of them but we have no record of who
our relic is from. The practice of placing relics
inside altars has been a tradition in the Catholic
Church for centuries. It serves as a tangible
reminder of the communion of saints and the
spiritual connection between the living and the
deceased. St. Bernard, pray for us!

Welcome to St. Bernard

A Catholic Community Since 1877
5342 E. State Road 168
Fort Branch, IN 47648

Pastor: Fr. Chris Forler

Associate Pastor: Fr. Aaron Herrenbruck

Deacons: Vince Bernardin, Lonny Davis

Catechetical Leader: Rose Obert

Office Managers: Lori Spindler (Ispindler@evdio.org)
Terri Ziliak (tziliak@evdio.org)

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. BERNARD  Maintenance: Jeff Meny (812-385-6861)

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Parish Council President: Bob Fuhs

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. Altar Society President: Tammy Meny

School Hall Rental: Terri Ziliak/Lori Spindler

Table & Chair Rental: Jeff & Tammy Meny

Parish Website: stbernardsnakerun.org

Parish Office: 812-615-0201

Adoration: First Friday of each month 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sacraments:

Reconciliation: Before Thursday evening Mass starting at 5:15 p.m.

Baptism: Please call Nick Ivy to schedule baptismal class. Call
the parish office to schedule baptism.

Marriage: Call the parish office at least six months in advance.
Sacrament of the Sick: Administered by appointment.

MASS SCHEDULE - ST. JOHN
(DAYLIGHT)

Saturday - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday - 7:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Monday - 12 noon

Tuesday - 8:00 a.m.

Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.

Thursday - 8:00 a.m.

Friday - 9:00 a.m.

First Saturday - 8:00 am

j 41’ Our parish invites you to join our
2 church family! All new parishioners

/ 7 / - can register by emailing
¢~ ’“” % . Ispindler@evdio.org or by calling the
% :':.3 e #_ parish office.
PRAYER LIST

Kenny & Marcia Reising, Jim Lubbers, Ralph Elpers, Julia Market, Frankie Rynkiewich, Dana Seninger,
Doris Hagedorn, Ed Miskovic, Mary Lou Wolf, Cindy Knotts, Ed Nurrenbern, Jeff Hoffman, Rick &
Kathryn Hickrod, Diane Gress, Greg & Rose Obert, Drake & Maddie Turpin, Roger Georges, Lisa Wilson,
Roger Spindler, Regina Falls, Marian Obert

Please call Terri to add or remove someone 677-0511. Let us know when someone can come off.

Sunday, January 4 ~ Feast of the Epiphany


http://www.evdio.org/march-for-life
mailto:bmacke@evdio.org

